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News from Manchester People First Issue 58 Winter 2013

Our new AGM REPORT
Committee

Nearly 50 members came to our Annual General Meeting which was held at our
Cheetham Hill office on 24 October. They listened to our Annual Report which
tells members and funders what we have been doing from April 2012 to March
2013. Members then voted for who would be on our new committee to guide us
for the next year. The new committee have had their first meeting and decided
who would do what job. Paul Brannick is Chair, Stephen Burden is Vice Chair,
Shirley Ryder is Treasurer and they are joined by Joseph Rooney, Paul Hughes,
Thomas Fallow, Ronnie Hailwood and George.
We also say goodbye and give a very big thank you for all his hard work to
founder member Edward Kane, who stepped down from the committee.
– see page 7 for an interview with him.

Christmas Party: Thursday 12 December
see back page for details
T he Voice of the Lea rn ing Dis a bled
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What we do

Our directors
Paul Brannick – Chair
Steven Burden – Vice Chair
Shirley Ryder – Treasurer

Manchester People First is run
by and for learning disabled adults
and is independent of all services.

Staff
We give training and support to
learning disabled adults and
professionals and we campaign
for disabled people’s rights.

Stephen Hughes
Andy Needle
David Dunnico
Derek Owen
Barry Hills
Jodie Deegan
Nagina Dar
Stephen Blake
Louise Crowley
Joanne Hickinbotham
Christopher Kenny
Nora Gardner
April Walkin
Delroy Sterling
John Bee

Contact us
Manchester People First
3 Broughton Street
Cheetham Hill
Manchester
M8 8RF
Phone or Fax (0161) 839-3700
Email: mcrpeoplefirst@gmail.com
Website: www.manpf.org
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter: @firstmcr

Opening Times
Monday to Friday 9:30 to 3:30pm
Drop-in Thursday 10 to 3pm

Manchester People First is a company limited by guarantee,
registered in England and Wales, number 6339300.
We are a registered charity, number 1124426.
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Notice Board
Christmas Opening Times
We will be closing for a few days.
North (Cheetham Hill) closes on
Friday 20 December and opens again
on Monday 6 January. South (Wythenshawe) closes on
Monday 23 December and opens again on Friday 3 January.
We would like to wish all our members, friends
and supporters a Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year and hope that we see you in 2014.

This issue of our newsletter is a bit shorter than usual
because we wanted to send you our annual report at
the same time to save postal costs.
We had hoped to send it out with the last issue,
but it was not back from the printers in time.

www.youtube.com/
user/firstmcr
Stay in touch follow us
on Twitter @firstmcr

Please ‘Like’ MPF on FaceBook
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If you can help us with a
donation you can click
on the ‘Donate’
button on our web site.
We are a registered charity and
any money raised will go towards
our work. You can also donate by
sending us a cheque made payable
to ‘Manchester People First’.
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Paul Hughes’s
Top 5 Castles
1. Windsor
2. Bamburgh
3. Warwick
4. Almwick
5. Tower of London

Our member Paul
Hughes is the guest
editor for this
issue’s ‘Fun Filled
Bit in the Middle’.
If you can come up with a quiz or
two, a couple of ‘Top 5s’ and
a guess the logo, jokes and
maybe a word search, let us have
them and you can be our next
guest editor.

Kings and Queens of England
Can you put the name to the picture?
Henry 8th • George 2nd
James 1st •Elizabeth 1st
Charles 2nd
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Where is it?
Manchester’s newest statue is of the
comedy character Frank Sidebottom
played by the late Chris Sievey.
It was unveiled in October,
but do you know where it is?

Answer
Timperley Village, Stockport Road

Paul Hughes’s Top 5 Films
1. The Ten
Commandments
2. Helen of Troy
3. Alexander the
Great
4. The 300
5. Cleopatra

Guess the logo

The National Trust
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Mental Health
Join the Expert Reference Group
The Mental Health Act 1983 is the law that says what happens if people
have mental health issues. The government are looking at the Code of
Practice that tells professionals what they need to do to follow the law.
This was last updated in 2008, but there have been lots of changes in
the way professionals work, so a new Code of Practice is being written.
The Department of Health wants people who have been detained under
the Act to tell them about their experiences and wants to hear from people
with learning disabilities who have had such experiences to give them
advice. They will join an ‘Expert Group’ which will meet 4 times in London
between now and January. Anyone who goes on the Expert Group will be
paid travel and other expenses.
To apply to become a member of the
Expert Group, email:
• nina.ahmadi@dh.gsi.gov.uk
Even if you do not become a member
of the Expert Group, you can still
help this important work. To find
out more about the group, email:
• nicola.guy@dh.gsi.gov.uk
or phone her on:
0207 210 5774
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Edward stands down
Edward Kane, one of the people who started Manchester People
First 21 years ago, has retired from his role as one of our Directors.
We thanked him for his years of service and asked him about what
he had seen over the years and how things had changed.

We started in 1992 with
4 of us in the Moston
Library, none of us
really knew how to do
some things, but we
learnt as we went
along. At first it was
hard, but we enjoyed it.
I’ve seen a lot of changes over the years – some people wouldn’t say a
word or dare give their opinions! But now, with help from MPF, they speak
up for themselves. I think that’s a good thing, because it means our voices
are being heard. I have seen people enjoy helping others and build up their
own confidence and I’ve seen us grow from 4 people to over 500 members.
We used to meet a couple of afternoons a week in a small room, now we
have 2 offices, employ staff and are open 5 days a week and even some
evenings. In my opinion the changes have been for the better. We have
gone from strength to strength and more people want to be involved.
Now after nearly 22 years, it’s time for some of our other members to serve
on the committee of Manchester People First. I wish the new committee
and everyone else in our organisation the best of luck and every success in
all they set out to do. And although I am stepping down I will still be very
proud to be a member of MPF.
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Free • Lunch • Raffle • DJ

Xmas Party

Thursday 12 December
11:30AM to 3PM
St. Kent’s Irish Club
36 Wilbraham Rd
M14 7DW
0161 224-2033

First come, first served!
You MUST tell us you are
coming before the date
numbers are very limited.
Phone us on: 0161 839-3700
mcrpeoplefirst@gmail.com

